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One Sunday a man was riding a subway in New York. Suddenly another man and his 

children got on the subway. They were making all kinds of noise, yelling, throwing 

things, and running around the car. What had been a peaceful group of people reading 

their papers and minding their own business was interrupted by all this madness. The 

father of these children had sat down by this other man who was already on the 

subway. Finally, this man told the father that his children were bothering a lot of people. 

The father replied, "Oh, you're right. I guess I should do something about it. We just 

came from the hospital where their mother died about an hour ago. I don't know what to 

think, and I guess they don't know how to handle it either." 

That describes so well the shape the disciples from Friday afternoon all the way up to 

Sunday morning. They were at a complete loss. Everything they had bet their lives on 

over the last three years had come tumbling in around them. They had pinned all their 

hopes on Jesus, and they saw Jesus defeated. But then the morning came, and the 

morning brought the light of a new day. Since that morning nothing has ever been the 

same. 

We just heard about the stone that was rolled away. It was a very large stone, and we 

are told elsewhere that it would have taken two or three men to move it, and, in any 

case, it was well secured and guarded by the soldiers, even if they were asleep. At first 

glance one is tempted to think that the stone was rolled away to let Jesus out of the 

tomb—but, of course, this is not necessarily so. If Jesus can rise from the dead then 

passing through a stone, huge though it was, is insignificant indeed. If we think about 

this, then we soon realize that the stone was not rolled away to permit the resurrection. 

No, it was rolled away to indicate the resurrection. 

If the stone hadn’t been rolled away no one would have known about the resurrection. 

The body would be gone but no one would know. The soldiers were there precisely to 

guard it and to prevent anyone from looking inside. But with the stone rolled away its 

emptiness is there for all to see. The fact of the resurrection is essential to our faith. The 

resurrection is the stamp that validates everything Jesus did and said: His claim to be 

God's Son, to have authority to forgive sin and reestablish communion between God 

and man; His promise to give grace through a Church that will endure forever.  

Because of what happened in the early morning that day in old Jerusalem, the entire 

world and the history of humankind has never been the same. Nothing has ever been 

the same. In the midst of defeat, Jesus took the victory. He had been defeated, but he 

became victorious. He had been put to death, but he won the victory over death. They 

had put him in a tomb, but he walked out of the tomb. In the face of death, defeat, and 

despair, Jesus took the victory.  

If Jesus had not been raised, from the dead, he has no more authority over our lives. 

But because it is a fact, it must be made known. And that is what the stone did: it made 

the resurrection known. A few weak, non-influential, and uneducated fishermen from 

Galilee, frightened out of their wits when Jesus was arrested and executed, suddenly 
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become world travelers, amazingly successful preachers, and valiant martyrs. And the 

Church they spread continues to spread after they die, holding fast to the exact same 

doctrine they preached, century after century, in nation after nation. Only the abiding 

presence of the Lord can explain this, and only the resurrection explains the abiding 

presence of the Lord.  

We are here today because the tomb is empty. We believe in the resurrection because 

one way or another in our lives we have encountered the risen Jesus. We were told that 

he is risen by our parents and our teachers and our priests—this of itself did not make 

us believe in it, but it prepared the ground for that moment of encounter.  

On that first Easter when Peter came to the tomb he could not believe. They had been 

out to the tomb that morning. They saw that it was empty. Mary and the other women 

had told them what the angel of the Lord had said. Still the disciples had not yet seen 

him. They wanted to believe. But they were still unsure, still hoping, still caught up in 

sorrow and despair. Yet they had a glimmer of hope. 

Later, Jesus came into the room and said to them, "Peace to you." It was the same 

word they had heard from him before in the calming of the storm, "Peace, be still." On 

their last night together he said, "My peace I leave with you." Now he assures them, 

"Peace to you." 

That is part of the good news of Easter for us today. The gift of the Risen Christ is 

peace greater than despair. We need that, all of us do, for we know well the suffering 

of the world and people we love, the great injustices of life, The cruelty of war in 

Ukraine, Thousands of people who have lost their loved ones, the threat of disease and 

the certainty of death. We need the peace which is greater than despair. 

This Easter Sunday says to us that a loving God who has created us in his own image 

will not leave us desolate. He will not forsake us and allow death to forever annihilate us 

and those we love. The peace of God in the face of death is greater than despair. 

HAPPY EASTER TO YOU. 


